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shame and wretcnedneas—his health impaired— his business 
neglected— and to escape from himself; and the bitter cup 
of reflection, he flies to the opium again. But notwith- 
standing the severe_ laws against it, the shame and poverty 
it must entaii, and its very liigli price, yet immense quan- 
tities of it are consumed by persons of all classes, and it 
forms one of the principal articles of import into the 
country. The East India Company arc too honorable to 
sully their fair character, as legislators and merchants, by 
suffering it to be conveyed to China in any of their own 
ships; but by one of those nice distinctions, wliich it is 
difficult to see wherein lies the difference, are themselves 
the sole cultivators and dealers in this very opium which 
they prepare for the China market, at t!io same tiaie 
strictly inderdicting any British ship from conveying any 
other opium to China, save that purchased from the saii 
honorable Company. 

There is a small island not far from the entr:ince of the 
river on which Canton is situated, called Lintin ; here at 
all seasons of the year, from ten to tv.-cnty sail of merchant 
ships of three hundred or four hundred tons burden, Eiig- 
liah, (i.e. of British India;] American, and Portuguese, 
are to be found with cargoes of opium. This opfum is 
s:)Ul in Canton hy the supercargoes and foreiyu nier- 
cliuuts, and an order for delivery is given to the pur- 
cliaser, who pays in advance, and removes the opium tit 
liis own risk. A boat, with thirty or forty men on hoard, 
brings this order to the ship; the opium is taken out of 
the boxes in wliich it was brought from India, nnd packed 
in small baskets holding about twenty pound.i each, and it 
is thus carried through the country by thesniug^lurs, v. ho 
sell it at a profit of a thousand per cent to their country- 
men. 

Occasionally t!ie imperial ileetare sent down f o;ii Can- 
ton to drive av/ay these opium shi[)s. The writer was 
ibrtunnte cnoui^h to bo on board a ship lyinj- at ar.ch-.ir 
near Lintin, and witnessing one of these exliihiiious. in 
the middle of thenight we were roused hy the Chinese ad- 
liiirals ship running f )ul of us, and carrying away some of 
our yards ; at day light we found ourselves in the middle 
of the fleet, consisting of fifteen sail of large j"iuiks, carry- 
ing six or eight guns each ; they had fl.igs hoisted in all 
the pride and pomp of glorious war. Notwithstanding this 
a smuggler boat very soon came alongside of us, and 
commenced taking in opium. This boat was long enough 
to hold 30 men, at as many oars j it was of a beautiful con- 
.struction — sat as lightas a prize-sailing wherry— and seemed 
to fly on the water. No sooner was it perceived by the 
admiral than signal was made, and each ship sent out a 
boat, manned by ten or twelve men (soldiers and rowers'. 
Aw.iy went the smuggler with part of his cargo, and the 
ships' boats in chace, a soldier in each boat with a nuisket, 
fu-ing at the smuggler, and wiien the latter got clear of us, 
the Chinese ships brought their guns to bear; with a good 
telescope I saw the faces of the snmgglcrs who were 
jmlling for life, with the boats ncaring. Jur.t as they 
doubled a cape of the little island they got a wind for their 
sail, which soon obliged the boats to give up the pursuit 
as hopeless. The admiral and his fleet weighed anchor, 
and returned to Canton, reporting that all th.e foreign 
ships were driven away. The smuggler sailed round the 
island and came to us again for the remainder of tlie cargo, 
without sufi'ering damage from tiie shot or shells of the 
junks. 1\ 



and this faith I will carry unsullied to the grave." This 
bold speech was honorably mentioned in L'Observateur 
HoUandois, and other continental papers of that day. 



IRISH IIONOK. 

In the beginning of the war in Germany, after the sur- 
render of the Saxons near Pima, the King of Prussia did 
every thing that a brave prince should not do, to corrui)t 
the "Sason troops ; he soothed, he flattered, be menaced, 
and his endeavours were very successful. He applied 
amidst a circle of officers, to one G'Cavaiiagh, an Irish- 
man, who was colonel of the King's guards, " Sire," re- 
plied the hero, " my life, my fortune, you may dis]iO£e oi; 
as they are in your power, but my honor, far beyond the 
reach of hntrt'ati greatness, you shall not, you cannot 
wound. I haye given my faith tQ the liing of Poland, 



SLMPf.B SCIENCE— ANTIMO^'V. 

There is not, perhaps, a metal more valuable to the 
community either in medicine or the arts than, antimony; 
from it is made the well kno.vn Jamesp-iwdei; which has 
for many years maintained the character of being one of 
the_ most useful patent medicines. Buttyr of amininuy, 
antimonial wine, and tartar emetic, are also preparations 
of this metal, and important auxiliaries to nature in many 
of her operations. But the art of medicine is not the 
only one indebted for improvement to autimonv; that of 
printing lias been signally served by its emjiloyniL-nt in tlie 
ujanuf'acturc of types. Leaden type; were too saft to l;ear 
the weight requisite to give a fair inipresiiion, a;;d otiiir 
metals necessary to increase its hardr.ess would net wi'Ai 
easily enough, excejiting antiruony, which cuuihlaKt: Liic re- 
(juisite hnrtlness with an easy Uisibility that remicrs \t vury 
[;ropc;r for the purpose, and v. ith it and lead tiie typt- 
malter forms an auulgain, quite liard euougii to bear the 
iaiprcssion, and yet not so hard as to cut thr!ii;u;h 
the paper. Antimony is found in Sweden, Saxony, Hun- 
gary, Norv,-ay, and of ea combiued with silver or lead. It 
is a brilliant metid of a silvery white color, and tlioush 



seemia^ly h.-.rd, may ha easily cut v.itii i 



!u.; 



it sulliirs 



but 
ing 
by, 



little chan.ie hv cxpomrc to the atmosphere, except- 

a pnrtiou of its lufitrc. In jc.'.r.sgcue 

iiccouatcd a grr»t bc-iuty. 
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in the lois of 

,-. iien dark c\e ijro 
sul;!huret oi ar.tiaiony "as u?ed as a black i>ig;;,ei'.£ tor 
stainini them a'.ul the cyclLi.i'.Ks. In the present d.iy it 
is I'.scil for nuiUiiig specula for telescopes, and coloring 
L'Jaif, w'lich it makes oi' a line hy.'.cinth shade. Tiic pre- 
]ii'.ration3 of autinior.y are in greater demand for cau!e 
than anv other medicine, they act as alteratives, and may 
peucrallv be depended upon lor the certainty of their 
effects. ' 
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ORM.iTION OF DEVi'. 

soon as the sun bptiluj 



one knows that 
the dew begins to fall; but 
of the cause of thi's, we 



as many an; ig-- 
shall endeavour 



to explain lit. The rays of the sun act more fee- 
bly on the ground, and whatever covers it, jast bcfire 
the sun set-;, on account of their taking a shintiui: direc- 
tion. The air necessarily bcconiCii colder, and, a-; it mr.y 
be perceived, the grass inuler foot feels cold and dump. 
Now all bodies receive heat from the sim during the day- 
time, and on the return of night emit that heat, and be- 
come colder, unless they receive oth.er heat to make up 
for what they hava lost from the absence ol'thesun ; if 
this were the case they would eousequeutly remain as 
warm as before, but as it is not so they l)'jcome co::!, and 
the heat which tiicy have emitted in cooling, surnnuuia 
them in the state o!' a warm vapour, wliicli, coming iu 
contact with the ci^ld body, is condensed and becomes 
moisture. Tiiis is tlie cau'ie of dew : after sunset, the 
crass or pkuits, and tvcu the earth underneath them, emit 
the boat received daring the day : therefore their tempera- 
lure becomes coUUr, and tl\e' warm, vapour coming in 
contact with their surface.-;, is condensed, and deposited 
upon them hi the form ..f little pearly drops of water 
which is called dew. On calm and clear nights, and dur- 
ing til? presence of southcrlv or westerly winds, the dew 
is\iueh more abundant than in sttirmy weather, or dur- 
ing a northerly or easterly wind. For i! the night be 
windy, the warm vapour which is emitted is constantly 
kept in motion, and the temperature of the earth and her- 
ba<'o remain the same as before ; but if the night bo calm, 
thi vapour is condensed without interruption. A southerly 
or westerly wind greatly helps the formation of the dew, 
as these winds carry with them much moisture, on account 
of their having to nass OVer a lai'ge tract of sea before 
reachips this eouRtry, 



